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Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 
383 Old North Rd. 
Kingston, RI 02881 
Reverend Dennis Kohl, Pastor
Heather Skidds, Minister of Music


Welcome to Our Visitors

In our busy world, we thank God for many things, especially your presence here. We consider it a blessing to have you among us as we gather together as people of God!  

We love having guests (and celebrating your return as friends) and want to make sure you always feel welcomed.   If you’re part of another community, we look forward to hearing all about it, and we look forward to welcoming you back when you can visit again! 

Sunday is a time to unplug from our busy, distracted lives, and turn back to our God.  Our worship service offers God’s gifts of Liturgy (the order of worship), God’s Word (through Scripture and Sermon), Prayer, and the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  

We are a “Reconciling in Christ” church of the ELCA.  It means that we affirm + accept all people regardless of age, race, ethnicity, legal status, economic situation, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status, physical or emotional conditions, and whatever else we didn’t list here.  We believe that God creates us ALL in the image of God, and loves us unconditionally, and helps us to do the same with everyone.  We also believe God desires that everyone should have the opportunity to participate in the life and worship of a faith community.  We’re glad you’re here!  

[bookmark: _Hlk164067881]Assistants for today-   Assisting Minister- Marie Bender Lee
				   Lector- David Nunez
				   Greeter/Usher- Sue Gaunt/Karen Amitrano
                                        Communion Assistant- Deb Crary
                                       Altar set up- Annie Senerchia
                                                   Acolyte- Angelina DiBiasio

[bookmark: _Hlk91401376][bookmark: _Hlk162862018][bookmark: _Hlk174956663][bookmark: _Hlk175643395]Assistants for 9-15-24- Assisting Minister- Karen Amitrano
				   Lector- Kris Bacon
				   Greeter/Usher- Barbara & Bruce Smith
                                        Communion Assistant- Jean Vican
                                       Altar set up- Ann Lessmann
                                                   Acolyte- Zoey Gibby




+GATHERING+
Prelude- Aria 2, by Telemann
Stand
Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever. Amen.
Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us.
We confess that we have honored you with our lips,
but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues.
The cravings at war within us
cause conflicts and disputes.
In our desire to be first
we make distinctions among ourselves.
We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last.
In your great mercy, forgive us our sin.
Draw near to us with grace in time of need,
and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.
God promises to forgive our iniquity
and to remember our sin no more.
By grace you have been saved.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ,
the source of eternal healing,
your sins are forgiven. Amen.
Gathering Hymn- ELW 835 All Creatures Worship God Most High

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
[bookmark: _Hlk176509900]
[bookmark: _Hlk176348335]Sit[image: ]

PRAYER OF THE DAY Let us pray.
Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord. Amen.


Sit
WORD+
[bookmark: _Hlk176350204][bookmark: _Hlk169854265][bookmark: _Hlk173141696][bookmark: _Hlk163465126]First Reading: Isaiah 35:4-7a
 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
  “Be strong, do not fear!
 Here is your God.
  He will come with vengeance,
 with terrible recompense.
  He will come and save you.”
 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
  and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
 6then the lame shall leap like a deer,
  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
  and streams in the desert;
 7athe burning sand shall become a pool,
  and the thirsty ground springs of water.
Word of God. Word of Life.  Thanks be to God.
Psalm: Psalm 146
To be sung 
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[bookmark: _Hlk167091972] 1Hal- | lelujah!
  Praise the LORD, | O my soul!
 2I will praise the LORD as long | as I live;
  I will sing praises to my God while I | have my being.
 3Put not your | trust in rulers,
  in mortals in whom there | is no help.
 4When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth,
  and in that day | their thoughts perish. 
 5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help,
  whose hope is in the | LORD their God;
 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them;
  who keeps promis- | es forever;
 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger.
  The LORD sets the | captive free.
 8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who | are bowed down;
  the LORD | loves the righteous. 
 9The LORD cares | for the stranger;
  the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the wicked.
 10The LORD shall | reign forever,
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah! Amen
[bookmark: _Hlk176350266]Second Reading: James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17
1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 4have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? 6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 7Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you?
 8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. [11For the one who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 12So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. 13For judgment will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.]
 14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God.
Stand
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Gospel: Mark 7:24-37
The holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,25but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.
 31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit
SERMON
Stand

HYMN OF THE DAY- ELW 612 Healer of Our Every Ill

Apostles Creed
Baptized into Christ, with the whole Church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
AM: Each petition concludes: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
The pastor concludes the prayers
PR: We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your beloved child, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you.
A sign of peace and reconciliation is shared among worshippers.
Sit
AM sets the table
Choir Anthem:  Seek Ye First
AM collects offering in front of altar.
Our offering is presented for the work of the church locally and throughout the world.
Stand

Offering Prayer
AM: Let us pray: Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts and with our lives, help us to serve one another and all in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
                                                  			+MEAL+
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The pastor prays the preface for the congregation.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Sanctus                                                                             K. Teitelbaum                                                          
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The pastor and congregation pray the Thanksgiving at the Table.
Holy God, Our Bread of Life, our Table, and our food… Remembering, therefore…we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.   
By your Spirit …by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.  Amen.  Come, Holy Spirit
…through Christ in your holy Church, both now and forever.  Amen.

Gathered into one by the holy spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father...

Invitation to communion:
Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, here is your God.
Please remain standing

[image: ]
Sit
Distribution of Holy Communion
Our congregation practices eucharistic hospitality.  We believe that the resurrected Christ is truly present in the bread and wine with his gifts of life, forgiveness of sin, and salvation.  All are welcome at the Lord’s table.  Please come to the altar to receive the bread and wine.  If you are wearing a mask, remove it to eat and drink the sacrament.  If you receive the wine, take a small cup, or you may intinct the host in the chalice. Place the small cups in the baskets on either side of the altar area.  Please return to your seat by the side aisles.
Communion Reflection: Open My Eyes, by Jesse Manibusan
+SENDING+
Stand
BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
AM: Let us pray. Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity at your table. Send us now to welcome others and to be at peace with one another, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.
Sit
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Stand
SENDING HYMN- ELW 673 God Whose Almighty Word

Dismissal:
Go in peace. Follow Jesus. Thanks be to God.

Postlude- Air, by Jonathan Battishill

Sundays and Seasons v.20220215.1125
Copyright © Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.
         
Announcements

 Game Night- September 14, 5:30-8:30. Pot Luck, bring what you usually do!

God’s Work, Our Hands- September 15. Stay to fill school kits with supplies
after worship. A potluck brunch is being planned. A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board outside Anderson Hall.
 Outreach planning meeting during coffee hour on 9/15. We'll meet after helping fill the school bags. Anyone interested is welcome to attend!
  
"Choir rehearsals began on Thursday, Sept. 5, 7-8:15pm in the church. All are welcome to join us to sing! Please see Heather with questions."
[bookmark: _Hlk163467318]
Sunday School will start on September 22.






Ongoing Prayers for:
[bookmark: _Hlk156816105]For additions or deletions please e-mail or call the church office.789-7776, or lcgsmail@gmail.com


[bookmark: _Hlk163467899]
For those who mourn: Jen Kimber’s father, Larrie Gray, passed away suddenly last week. Our thoughts and prayers are with Jen and her family.



Nadine Baer passed away on August 26., at the age of 99. She was a founding

Member of our congregation. Our thoughts and prayer go out to her family and friends.

Pat Sweeney
Lane Leedahl more prayers needed
Karin Kohl 
Traci Purvis
Jessica Maynard 
Bobbie Peterson
Nancy LaPelle 
C. Duncan 
Margaret Franks 
Kathy Vigness Raposa 
Billy Wernquest
Ruth Wernquest
Holly Deutsch 
Ellen Bennett 
Mary Jane Briggs
Bill Deutsch
Meredith Miller
Gary Durett
Natalie Schanck
Mike Carty
Barbara Smith 
Eero Moisio 
Phyllis Farley
Brian Mitchell 
Barney 
Joyce Pearson
Daniel Deutsch
Amy Phillipo 
James Meyers (new)
Naomi Sawyer
Karolyn Lee 
Liam Varnelis 
Josh Peterson
Kathy Lee 
Chris Rose 
Colette Cusson 
Dennis Murray
Lisa Ferry
Ellora Hendrickson
Melvin Platt
KC Christensen 
Jan Briggs 
Ruth McGuy 
Bud Godwin 
Lisa Lessman 
Taylor Lessman 
Joan & Sheldon Pratt 
Jerry Paquin
Stanley Larson
Ellen Hedlund
Donald & Bernadine Cunnigen,
Maggie Reichgott
Tucker Maute 
Karen Perry 
Mark Quinn
Carolyn Hathaway 
Betty Hathaway 
Tim Diskin 
[bookmark: _Hlk147219566]
+LOVED ONES IN THE ARMED FORCES+ Manny Morales, Michael Bock   
Matthew Kankash, Heath O’Neill, Andrew Anderson, Noah Cooper, 
Dan Berkowitz
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